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ORGANIZER INCLUDING RESILIENT RETAINING MEMBERS 


FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to organizers, and, more 
5 particularly, to an organizer including resilient retaining members. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

People use various tools, objects, or other items to perform activities in an 
environment. Unorganized distribution of these items in an environment may 
1 0 decrease the safety and efficiency of the persons or activities associated with that 
environment. Additionally, there may be limited space in an environment to store 
such items. 

Persons performing these activities and inhabiting these environments may 
desire to organize and secure items in order to increase safety, efficiency and 

1 5 more effectively use the available space according to their needs. A known 

organization technique allows persons to place loose items in a clip affixed to an 
upright surface. However, such systems may have difficulty accommodating a 
large number of items. Further, users may not be able to remove easily items 
from such systems once secured. 

20 Another known organization technique uses a number of flexible plastic 

loops that, when connected to a frame, may exert lateral forces upon one another 
and upon items inserted between the loops in order to secure such items. 
However, reconfiguration of these systems by removing or adding loops may not 
be easily accomplished as the loops are designed to be fixedly retained by the 

25 frame by a hooked tab. In other cases, the tab used to couple the loop to the 
frame may not be sufficient to retain the loop in the frame when a force that is 
generally normal to the elongated extent of the frame is applied to the loop. In 
still other devices, stops on the sides of the frame take up a significant portion of 
the frame that could be used to retain additional items. 

30 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

There is a need for an organizer that uses resilient retaining members and 
is easily reconfigurable, e.g., the number of retaining members coupled to the 
housing of the organizer can be easily increased or decreased. Further, there is 
5 a need for an easily reconfigurable organizer with retaining members having 
coupling segments that tend to inhibit inadvertent removal of a retaining member 
when a force that is generally normal to the elongated extent of the housing is 
applied to the retaining member. 

An aspect of the invention relates to an organizer that includes a housing 
10 having a first end, a second end, and a channel extending along at least a portion 
of the housing between the first end and the second end, the housing including at 
least one divider along at least a portion of the channel to partition the channel 
into at least two areas; and a plurality of retaining members coupled to the 
housing using the channel, each retaining member operable to exert a retaining 
1 5 force upon one or more adjacent retaining members, wherein the plurality of 
retaining members includes a hookless coupling segment conformal to the 
channel for coupling the retaining members to the housing. 

Another aspect relates to an organizer for holding objects, including an 
elongated housing having a generally H-shape channel therein, an opening along 
20 a wall of the housing into the channel, resilient retaining members having legs, 
the legs of at least some adjacent retaining members provide a resilient force to 
urge the retaining members toward each other, and the legs of the retaining 
members having generally H-shape coupling segments coupled to the housing 
using the channel for retention of the retaining members to the housing. 
25 Another aspect relates to a method of assembling an organizer that 

includes the steps of providing a housing including a first end, a second end, and 
a channel extending along at least a portion of the housing between the first end 
and the second end, the channel having at least one divider along at least a 
portion of the channel to separate the channel into at least two areas; and 
30 coupling a plurality of retaining members to the housing using the channel, the 
coupling including the steps of folding a retaining member of flexible material 
including a first end and a second end upon itself so as to place the first end and 
the second end in close proximity, the first end and the second end each 
including a hookless coupling segment conformal to the channel; inserting the first 
35 end and the second end into the channel; and rotating the retaining member to 
couple the first end and the second end of the retaining member in the channel. 
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To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related ends, the invention 
provides the features hereinafter fully described and particularly pointed out in the 
claims. The following description and the annexed drawings set forth in detail 
certain illustrative embodiments of the invention. These embodiments are 
5 indicative, however, of but a few of the various ways in which the principles of the 
invention may be employed. Other objects, advantages and novel features of the 
invention will become apparent from the following detailed description of the 
invention when considered in conjunction with the drawings. 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of an organizer including a housing having a 
channel and channel end stops and resilient retaining members coupled to the 
housing; 

FIG. 2 is a partially exploded isometric view of the organizer shown in FIG. 
15 1 illustrating the housing having the channel, end stops and one resilient retaining 
member; 

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of a stop member; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary isometric view of a housing with detents; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary section view of the housing looking in the direction 

20 of arrows 5-5 of FIG 4; 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a flattened resilient retaining member; 
FIG. 7 illustrates a method of forming a retaining member and coupling the 
retaining member to the housing; 

FIG. 8 is a side view of the organizer shown in FIG. 1 with an end stop 
25 removed showing one resilient retaining member coupled to the housing; and 

FIG. 9 is a schematic isometric view of an organizer with the stop member 
of FIG. 3 along the length of the housing. 

In the detailed description that follows, identical components have been 
given the same reference numerals. To illustrate the present invention in a clear 
30 and concise manner, the drawings may not necessarily be to scale and certain 
features may be shown schematically. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

With reference to FIGs. 1-2, the invention is an organizer 10 that includes 
35 a housing 12 having a channel 14, channel end stops 16 and a plurality of strip- 
like retaining members 18 that are bent to form loops coupled to the housing 
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operable to secure an item placed between adjacent retaining members 18. The 
retaining members 18 are coupled to the housing 12 with a hookless coupling 
segment 19 that inhibits inadvertent removal, but allows the organizer to be 
reconfigured easily. For example, ends 21 of a retaining member 18 can be 
5 pressed toward each other, slipped through a slot 22 in the front wall 23 of the 
housing 12 into the channel 14 and then rotated to an orientation generally filling 
a cross sectional slice of the channel for retention of the retaining member ends 
therein. The bending force, on the retaining members then may be released, and 
the cooperation between the ends 21 and the housing walls at the channel 14 
1 0 holds the retaining member to the housing. In this way retaining members 1 8 can 
be added to or removed from the housing. 

One or more retaining members 18 also may be inserted from the end 12a 
or 12b of the housing without the channel end stop 16 in place at that end (12a or 
12b) of the housing, e.g., before the channel end stop has been coupled to the 
1 5 housing 12. Further, the channel end stops are coupled to the housing using, 
e.g., using an alignment convenience provided by conformance with the wall at 
the end 12a or 12b of the housing and an open area of the channel. 

Adjacent retaining members 18 are cooperable to provide a resilient force 
to secure an item placed between the adjacent retaining members. The channel 
20 end stops 16 maintain the resilient force between retaining members and prevent 
the retaining members 18 from sliding out of the channel 14. 

Thus, an organizer 10 is described that uses resilient retaining members 
18 and is easily reconfigurable. That is, the number of retaining members 18 
coupled to the housing 12 of the organizer 10 easily can be increased or 
25 decreased. Further, the coupling of a retaining member 18 to a divided channel 
tends to inhibit inadvertent removal of the retaining member 18 when a force that 
is generally normal to the elongated extent of the housing 12 is applied to the 
retaining member 18. 

Continuing to refer to FIGs. 1 and 2, the housing 12 has a first end 12a 
30 and a second end 12b. The housing 12 can be of any length, as may be desired. 
The organizer 10 may be relatively small to hold pens, pencils, screw drivers, 
wires, cables, and the like. If desired, the organizer 10 may be larger and 
stronger to hold, for example, heavy tools, such as electric tools, hammers, 
garden tools, etc. The length of retaining members 18 may be longer or shorter 
35 than they are shown in relation to the housing 12, and the length of the organizer 
can be virtually any length. The organizer 10 may be adequately large, strong 
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and robust to attach to a vehicle, e.g., to a truck, to hold tools or other devices. 
The housing 12 also includes a back wall 24 (FIG. 2), a top flange 25 and a 
bottom flange 26. The top flange 25 and the bottom flange 26 project from the 
back wall 24 in a generally perpendicular and forward direction, relative to the 
5 back wall 24; the horizontal components of flanges 25, 26 in effect form top and 
bottom walls 25a, 26a, and the vertical components of flanges 25, 26 form 
respective upper and lower portions 23a, 23b of the front wall 23 between which 
the slot 22 is located. The back wall 24, the top flange 25, and the bottom flange 
26 form the walls of the channel 14. Reference to direction, e.g., top and bottom, 

10 is for convenience of description but is not intended to be restrictive or limiting. 

A divider 27 extends in a generally perpendicular and inward direction 
toward the central interior of the housing 12, relative to an inner surface 28 of the 
bottom flange 26. A divider 30 extends in a generally perpendicular and inward 
direction toward the central interior of the housing 12, relative to an inner surface 

15 32 of the top flange 25. Looking at an end view of the housing 1 2, the divider 27 
and the divider 30 extend into and define the channel 14 to appear to form the 
shape of the letter "H". The H-shape is a "void" area or substantially open space, 
and, therefore, the channel 14 is referred to as an H-shape channel. Either or 
both dividers 27 and 30 may be, for example, a rib, a wall, a ridge, a ramp, a 

20 partition, a track, a rail, a plica, a prism-shape divider or the like. The dividers 27 
and/or 30 may be integral to or separate from housing 12. The housing 12 may 
include one or more dividers. 

It will be appreciated that the H-shape channel may be other than an upper 
case letter "H" shape; it may be generally H-shape and, thus, have one or both 

25 legs and/or bridge portion non-linear, tapered, or some other shape while still 

providing a generally H-shape effect and functions as are described further below. 
The legs and bridge of the "H" form respective subchannels. 

In an embodiment, the divider 27 and/or the divider 30 extend inward into 
and define the channel 14 to have respective subchannels 14a, 14b, which may 

30 be the same or different sizes. For example, as is illustrated, there is a wider 
subchannel 14a relative to a narrower subchannel 14b. The subchannels 14a, 
14b are interconnected by an interconnecting subchannel 14c. The 
interconnecting subchannel 14c may be aligned or unaligned with the slot 22 
formed by the top flange 25 and the bottom flange 26. The divider 27 and/or the 
35 divider 30 may project from the bottom flange 26 and/or the top flange 25 along 
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the entire length of the housing 12, along only a portion of the length of the 
housing 12, or along a plurality of portions of the length of the housing 12. 

The top flange 25 and the bottom flange 26 may project from the back wall 
24 along the entire length of the housing 12, along only a portion of the length of 
5 the housing 1 2, or along a plurality of portions of the length of the housing 1 2. 
The top flange 25 and the bottom flange 26 may project from the back wall 24 at 
any angle, relative to the back wall 24, and may project from the back wall 24 at 
different angles, relative to one another. The present invention contemplates any 
configuration of the back wall 24, the top flange 25, at least one divider and the 
10 bottom flange 26 suitable to form channel 14 along at least a portion of the length 
of the housing 12. Additionally, the housing 12 may be curved, having a curved 
back wall 24, a curved top flange 25, at least one curved divider (27, 30) and a 
curved bottom flange 26. 

Channel end stops 16 are coupled to the housing 12 using the top flange 
15 25, bottom flange 26, and channel 1 4 to prevent the retaining members 1 8 from 
sliding out of the channel 14. Channel end stops 16 include a coupling segment 
36 and a body segment 38. The coupling segment 36 is conformal to the channel 
14. Coupling segment 36 and body segment 38 are partially separated by 
notches 40 operable to receive the top flange 25, the at least one divider (27, 30) 
20 and the bottom flange 26 when end stops 16 are coupled to the housing 1 2. That 
is, coupling segment 36 has a shape that generally corresponds to the shape of 
the channel 14. For example, when the channel 14 is H-shape, the coupling 
segment 36 will include, for example, a raised H-shape portion 42 conformal to 
the channel 14 and designed to fill or substantially to fill the channel 14 when the 
25 end stop 16 is fixedly secured to the housing 12. Coupling segment 36 may be 
integral to or separate from body segment 38. The end stops 16 may include a 
raised wall or ramp to engage the retaining member 18 adjacent thereto. 

Referring also to FIGS. 3-5, in an embodiment, one or both channel end 
stops 16 or a separate end stop-like member, e.g., the stop 16' illustrated 
, 30 schematically in FIG. 3. are operable to slide along at least a portion of the length 
of the channel 14. For example, the coupling segment 36' of the stop 16' may 
have the same shape as the coupling segment of the retaining member 18 
described below. A locking mechanism 43 may further be provided to retain the 
stop 16' at a desired location along the length of the housing 1 2. For example, 
35 the end portions 44 of the coupling segment 36' may be resilient or may be 

spring-loaded and/or outwardly biased into slots or detents 45 in the surfaces 28 
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and 32 provided at particular intervals along the channel 14, as is illustrated 
schematically in FIGS. 4 and 5. The spring-loaded portions would travel along the 
channel 14 until reaching respective detents 45, where the end portions 44 would 
extend into the void between the detents to lock the coupling segment 36' in 
5 place. Alternatively, a bump (not shown) may be formed in the channel 14 over 
which the spring-loaded end portions would readily pass over in a first direction, 
but which would inhibit or prevent the spring-loaded end portions from passing in 
a second direction opposite the first direction. If desired, the retaining members 
18 may be held in longitudinal position in the channel 14 by a friction fit. 
1 o Channel end stops 1 6 may be fixedly secured to the housing 1 2 near the 

ends of the housing 12 using ultra-sonic welding, adhesive or other means for 
example. Alternatively or additionally, screws (not shown) may be used to secure 
the channel end stop 16 to the housing 12. For example, a screw may be 
inserted into a recessed hole in coupling segment 36 corresponding to the divider 
1 5 (27, 30) in the housing 1 2, and is operable to bring coupling segment 36 tightly 
into contact with the top flange 25, the at least one divider (27, 30) and the bottom 
flange 26 to secure the channel end stop 16 to the housing 12. The present 
invention contemplates other fastening agents to fixedly secure channel end 
stops 16 to the housing 12. The present invention further contemplates channel 
20 end stops 16 that are integral to the housing 12. 

As shown in FIG. 1 , a plurality of retaining members 18 are coupled to the 
housing 12 using the top flange 25, bottom flange 26 and channel 14. The 
present invention contemplates retaining members 18 suitable to secure tools, 
cables, pens, pencils or other objects in a similar manner to that described herein. 
25 Retaining members 18 are coupled to the housing 12 between channel 

end stops 16 using the top flange 25, bottom flange 26, and channel 14. Each 
retaining member 18 is operable to exert a generally lateral retaining force upon 
one or more adjacent retaining members 18 along the general direction of 
channel 14. With channel end stops 16 are fixedly secured to the housing 12, the 
30 organizer 10 is operable to maintain the generally lateral retaining forces exerted 
between adjacent retaining members 18 and prevent retaining members 18 from 
escaping laterally from channel 14. 

When an item (not shown), for example, a tool, a cable, or other object, is 
inserted between adjacent retaining members 18, the organizer 10 is operable to 
35 hold the item, relatively securely so it tends not to fall away, using the generally 
lateral retaining forces exerted by adjacent retaining members 18 on the item. In 
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an embodiment, the item is inserted between adjacent retaining members 18 from 
a generally forward position, relative to the back wall 24. Due to the construction 
of the retaining members 18, the insertion of the item between the adjacent 
retaining members 18 causes the adjacent retaining members 18 to move 

5 laterally apart from one another in an amount sufficient to allow the item to rest 
between and be secured by the adjacent retaining members 18. In an 
embodiment, as additional items are inserted between and secured by the various 
retaining members 18, the retaining force exerted by each retaining member 18 
on one or more adjacent retaining members 18 may increase accordingly. 

10 The item may be removed from between adjacent retaining members 18 

by exerting a removal force on the item sufficient to release the item from 
between the adjacent retaining members 18. The removal force exerted on the 
item may be in a forward, upward, or downward direction, relative to the housing 
12, or in any combination of the forward, upward, and downward directions 

1 5 suitable to remove the item from between the adjacent retaining members 1 8. 
The removal force exerted on the item may additionally have a lateral component, 
relative to the housing 12. As the items are removed from between the various 
retaining members 18, the retaining force exerted by each of the retaining 
members 18 on the one or more adjacent retaining members 18 is decreased 

20 accordingly. 

FIGs. 6-8 illustrate forming the retaining member 18 and the method for 
coupling the retaining member 18 to the housing 12. The retaining member 18 
includes a first end 21a and a second end 21b. Coupling segments 19a and 19b, 
conformal to the channel 14, are located at or near the first and second ends 21a 
25 and 21b, respectively, and a body portion 50 is located generally between 

coupling segments 19a and 19b. Coupling segments 19a and 19b are partially 
separated from the body portion 50 by notches 52 and 54, and notches 56 and 
58, respectively. 

In use, the retaining members 18 are bent or folded over to form a loop 
30 having respective legs 50a, 50b, on each side of a curved portion on 50c. The 
material, e.g., plastic, polymer, metal, etc., of which retaining members 18 are 
made may be sufficiently flexible so that when folded to provide the curved or 
looped portion 50c, the curved portion tends to provide a resilient force urging the 
legs apart. At the first end 21a and the second end 21b of each leg 50a and 50b, 
35 a portion of the material is cut away to leave H-shape coupling segments 1 9a and 
19b, respectively. Each H-shape coupling segment 19a and 19b has a center 
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support 60 and a pair of legs 62a and 62b that extend generally perpendicularly 
from the center support to form the H-shape coupling segment that is coupled by 
an extension 64 of the center support to the major extent of the respective leg. 
The H-shape coupling segment is conformed to the H-shape channel 14 in the 
5 housing 12 so that the H-shape coupling segments 19a and 19b can fit in and 
slide along the H-shape channel 14 in the housing 12 while the extension 64, i.e., 
the forward-most part of the support of the H-shape coupling segments 19a and 
19b, passes through and slides in the open slot 22 in the front wall of the housing 
12. In an embodiment, the pair of legs 62a and 62b are asymmetrical, for 
10 example, the leg 62a is narrower than the leg 62b. 

As was mentioned above, the subchannels 14a, 14b may be the same or 
different sizes. Having two subchannels tends to enhance secure retention of the 
retaining members 18 to the housing 12. Having the respective notches 60 closer 
to the notches 52-58 in the coupling segments 19a, 19b of the retaining members 
15 18 may increase stability of the retention of the retaining members by the housing 
and the stability of the organizer 10 as a whole. Further, the use of a relatively 
narrow thickness front wall 23 and correspondingly relatively narrow notches 
52-58 into which part of the front wall fits may add to stability of the organizer 10 
relative to a thicker front wall and notches 52-58. 
20 Coupling segments 1 9a and 1 9b may be integral to or separate from body 

portion 50. The present invention contemplates forming retaining member 18 
from a sheet of any shape and any material suitable to allow retaining member 18 
to cooperate with an adjacent retaining members 18 to secure an item between 
the retaining member 18 and the adjacent retaining member 18. The retaining 
25 members 1 8 may be made of, for example, a low density polyethylene plastic or 
other appropriate material. The retaining members 18 may be cut from a plastic 
sheet using a conventional die cutting technique or some other technique. 

The corners of the coupling segments 19a, 19b and/or other corner 
portions of the retaining members may be relatively sharp or square as is 
30 illustrated or may have a radius, e.g., be somewhat curved or polygonal. Such 
curvature facilitates insertion and renewal of retaining members with respect to 
the channel 14 and avoids bending of the material at the mentioned corners of 
the coupling segments. 

As shown in FIG. 7, first and second ends 21a and 21b, respectively, may 
35 be placed in close proximity to each other by folding retaining member 1 8 upon 
itself about the midline between coupling segments 19a and 19b. When the first 
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and second ends 21a and 21b, respectively, are in close enough proximity, e.g., 
so they will fit through the slot 22 of the housing 12, the coupling segments 19a 
and 19b may be inserted through the slot 22 into channel 14 of the housing 12 
and the retaining member 18 turned approximately ninety degrees. When the 

5 first and second ends 21a and 21b, respectively, are released, the first and 
second ends 21a and 21b, respectively, may expand laterally apart from one 
another along the direction of channel 14 until the first and second ends 21a and 
21b, respectively, contact adjacent retaining members 18. The coupling 
segments 19a and 19b of each retaining member 1 8 coupled to the housing 12 in 

10 the manner described above are positioned within the channel 14 as shown in 
FIG. 8. 

When a retaining member 18 and a plurality of other retaining members 18 
are coupled to the housing 12 between channel end stops 16, the retaining 
member 18 is operable to exert generally lateral retaining forces upon adjacent 
1 5 retaining members 1 8 due to the construction and resulting elastic behavior of the 
retaining member 18. The behavior of the retaining member 1 8 may resemble 
that of a spring positioned between the adjacent retaining members 18. When a 
plurality of retaining members 18 are coupled to the housing 12, each retaining 
member 18 is operable to behave in the manner described above to exert a 
20 generally lateral retaining force upon adjacent retaining members 18. In the 
embodiment shown in FIG. 8, the retaining member 18 includes coupling 
segments 19a and 19b that may be slidingly inserted into channel 14 from either 
end of the channel 14 before one or both end stops 16 are fixedly coupled to the 
housing 12. Due to the cooperating shapes of the coupling segments 19a and 
25 19b, the channel 1 4, the top flange 25 and the bottom flange 26, the retaining 
member 18 may be slid along at least a portion of the length of channel 14 until 
the retaining member 18 reaches a desired position. 

The housing 12 is constructed from a relatively rigid material, for example, 
metal, high density plastic, or any other material suitable to allow the coupling 
30 segments 19a and 19b to slide within the channel 14 and maintain its shape while 
supporting an item. The housing 12 may be formed by extrusion, molding, or 
some other technique. The end stops 16 may be of plastic, metal, or some other 
material. The end stops 16 may be made by molding or some other technique. If 
desired, the housing 12 and the end stops 16 attached thereto can be molded as 
35 a single unit, e.g., using plastic insert molding techniques or some other 
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technique. The housing and/or other parts of the organizer 10 may be made of 
metal, e.g., stainless steel, or of other material. 

The back wall 24 may include an adhesive strip (not shown) for supporting 
the organizer 10 or securing the organizer 10 to a desired surface either vertically 
5 or horizontally. The back wall 24 may include one or more slots, holes, etc. (not 
shown) operable to receive one or more supporting agents, for example, a screw, 
a nail, a peg or the like, for supporting the organizer 10 or securing the organizer 
10 to a desired surface. 

Although several channel 14 shapes and several conformal coupling 
1 0 segments 1 9a and 1 9b shapes have been described above, the present invention 
contemplates other compatible shapes. For example, if only one divider, for 
example, the divider 27, is formed in the channel 14, then when looking at an end 
view of the housing 12, the channel 14 appears to form the shape of the letter "n". 
If only one divider, for example, the divider 30, is formed in the channel 14, then 
1 5 when looking at an end view of the housing 1 2, the channel 1 4 appears to form 
the shape of the letter "U". If the dividers used are ramp-shape, then when 
looking at an end view of the housing 12, the channel 14 appears to form the 
shape of the letter "K" or the mirror image of the letter "K". If the dividers used are 
prism shape and a third prism shape divider is formed on the back wall 24, then 
20 when looking at an end view of the housing 1 2, the channel 1 4 appears to form 
the shape of the letter "X". When these alternative channel shapes are used then 
conformal coupling segments are formed at the ends 21a and 21b of the retaining 
members 18 secure the retaining members 18 to the housing 12 as explained 
above. The present invention contemplates as many other combinations of 
25 channel 14 shapes and the conformal coupling segments 19a and 19b shapes as 
are suitable to allow the organizer 10 to secure one or more retaining members 
18. 

The invention thus provides a simple and reliable mechanism to 
reconfigure the organizer, e.g., both to retain the retaining members 18 in the 

30 housing 1 2 and to remove or add one or more of the retaining members 1 8, as 
desired. Further, the coupling segments 19a and 19b conform to the shape of the 
channel 14 eliminating the need for a hooked coupling segment to retain the 
coupling segment in the housing 12, thereby minimizing or eliminating the risk of 
damage to the retaining member. 

35 If desired, a stop 1 6' may be moved to a desired longitudinal position in the 

channel 14 to vary the effective length of the housing 12, used for holding 
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retaining members. Also, if desired one or more stops 16' may be positioned at 
desired locations along the channel to help distribute force among respective 
retaining members that are between respective pairs of stops and channel end 
stops, e.g., as shown in FIG. 9. 
5 Although the invention has been shown and described with respect to 

certain preferred embodiments, it is obvious that equivalent alterations and 
modifications will occur to others skilled in the art upon the reading and 
understanding of this specification and the annexed drawings. In particular 
regard to the various functions performed by the above described components 

10 (assemblies, devices, etc.), the terms (including a reference to a "means") used to 
describe such components are intended to correspond, unless otherwise 
indicated, to any component which performs the specified function of the 
described component (i.e., that is functionally equivalent), even though not 
structurally equivalent to the disclosed structure which performs the function in 

1 5 the herein illustrated exemplary embodiments of the invention. In addition, while 
a particular feature of the invention may have been disclosed with respect to only 
one of several embodiments, such feature may be combined with one or more 
other features of the other embodiments as may be desired and advantageous for 
any given or particular application. 


